
CONSTITUTION OF THE NACTA JUDGING CONFERENCE 
(As amended at Modesto, California April 13, 2011) 

                                                  
ART. I             THE NAME 

     
        Sect. 1.    The name of the conference shall be the NACTA Judging Conference.   
  
  
ART. II            TEAM QUALIFICATIONS  

   
 Sect. 1. All schools must be institutional members of the North American Colleges and Teachers of 

Agriculture to be eligible to enter teams for competition. 
 
     Sect. 2.   One team from any Junior College, Technical College or University may participate in each 

contest.  Land Grant Colleges may officially participate in all contests.              
                                     
        Sect. 3.    Team members must be enrolled in school during the current academic year and be agriculture 
             majors or agriculture minors doing undergraduate study. 
      
     Sect. 4.    An official contestant shall be a team member competing for awards.  Unofficial contestants shall 
             be those declared as not competing for awards, but involved for experience.  The decision to 
             allow and/or limit the number of unofficial contestants, the fees and the degree of participation 
             shall be at the discretion of the host institution.  Partial teams will be eligible to compete. 
  
        Sect. 5.    An “official” contestant may participate only once in each of the contests as a junior college 
             student and only once in each of the contests as a senior college student.  With the exception of: 
   Students may participate as official contestants a maximum of twice in junior college division and  
  twice as a senior college contestant in the soils contest. 
      
        Sect. 6.    Contestants for senior institutions must have completed one semester or quarter of college work 
             and be in good standing with that college. 
  
        Sect. 7.   The host college must provide the following six contests:  Livestock Judging, Dairy Judging, Soils 
   Judging, Crops Judging, Agriculture Business and Ag Knowledge Bowl. 
  The livestock team will consist of five (5) judges who will judge and give reasons.  The four (4)           
  high scores will be used in determining the team score.   

The dairy team will consist of four (4) judges who will judge and give reasons.  The three (3) high 
scores will be used in determining the team score. 
The soils team will consist of four (4) judges.  The three (3) high scores per pit will be used to 
tabulate the team scores. 
The crops team will consist of four (4) members competing individually. The individual scores will 
be totaled to determine team scores.  If the host school has difficulty offering the contest, the 
NACTA organization will provide assistance. 
The Ag Knowledge Bowl team will consist of four individuals. 
  

ART. III           REGISTRATION FEE 

   
        Sect. 1.    Registration fee shall be at the discretion of the host school, but the recommended registration 
             fee is twenty dollars ($20.00) per contestant per contest.  The host school shall be responsible for 
             collecting and handling all fees.  
 
ART. IV          OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS  
  
        Sect. 1.    The officers of the Conference shall be a chairman and a secretary.  The chairman and secretary 
             will be elected on alternate years and will serve for a period of two years.  The first secretary 
             elected will serve for a period of one year. 
      
        Sect. 2.    The board of directors shall consist of one (1) voting delegate from each participating school. 



   
        Sect. 3.    The board of directors will meet during the annual contest each year to discuss the matters 
             pertaining to the conference. 
  
  
ART. V.          OFFICIAL JUDGES  

  
 
        Sect. 1.    Selection of the judges shall be at the discretion of the host school. 
 
  
        Sect. 2.    It shall be requested by the host school that the official judges give the final placing’s, answers and  
  reasons immediately following the conclusion of each contest.   
  
  
ART. VI.         RULES FOR THE JUDGING CONTESTS  

     
     Sect. 1.    There will be a minimum of nine (9) classes of livestock.  It is suggested that there be three (3) 
             classes of each species.   If this is not possible, then a substitute class is required so as to have 
            a minimum of nine (9) classes.  All classes of livestock shall be limited to four (4) animals. 
      
        Sect. 2.    There shall be a minimum of eight (8) dairy classes composed by available breeds and age 
             groups.  Four (4) animals will make a dairy class. 
     
     Sect. 3.    Four (4) sites for soil judging will be selected by the host school.  Each site should have a pit 
             which exposes the entire profile.  
         
     Sect. 4.    A practice site shall be included in the activities prior to the contest.  
  
        Sect. 5.    There shall be a time limit of fifteen (15) minutes for placing a class of four (4) animals.  Time may 
             be adjusted for the grading and type and performance classes if they are in the contest. 
                                      
        Sect. 6.    Fifty (50) minutes will be allowed for each contestant to judge each soil site. 
     
         Sect. 7.   Contestants in the soils contest will be limited to a clipboard, pencil, a metric rule, and a 
             hand-held mechanical device for measuring slope.  The host school will mark at each site the 
             points at which the slope is to be measured. 
     
        Sect. 8.    In all other contests, the host school shall be responsible for contest rules.  Such rules should be 
             provided to contestants 60 days prior to the contests. 
 
ART. VII         ORAL REASONS 

      
        Sect. 1.    Oral reasons shall be given on at least two (2) classes of four (4) animals in each livestock 
             species. 
      
         Sect. 2.   Oral reasons shall be given on a minimum of three (3) classes in the dairy contest. 
      
         Sect. 3.   There will be a two (2) minute time limit per set of oral reasons. 
      
         Sect. 4.   Selection of classes on which the reasons shall be given will be left to the discretion of the host 
             school.  
   
 
ART. VIII        THE OFFICIAL SCORE CARD  

    
        Sect. 1.    The score card in use at the host school will be the official score card for livestock, dairy and soils 
             contests. 



                                
        Sect. 2.    The score card to be used shall be in the hands of the participating schools sixty (60) days prior 
             to the contest time. 
                         
        Sect. 3.    A test may be given in the soils contest to break a tie.  
 

ART. IX      AWARDS  

     
        Sect. 1.    In all contests a minimum of a first (1st) place and a runner-up trophy will be given in team 
             competition and an award will be given to the first (1st) high individual. 
      
        Sect. 2.    Additional awards may be given at the discretion of the host school. 
  
 Sect. 3. A traveling trophy will be awarded to the sweepstakes winner for each division. A sweepstakes 

trophy will be awarded to both the 2 and 4-year institution which receives the highest score based on 
the following criteria:  

                         A.    Equate the winning team in each contest to 1,000 points.              
                      B.    Calculate the percentage of the winning teams’ total earned by each team entered in the 
               contest and assign to each team the percentage of 1,000 they earned in relation to the 
                  winning team.  The exception being the Ag Knowledge Bowl where the winning team will 
    receive 1,000 points, the second place team 950 points, the third place team 900 points, etc.             
                      C.   If 5 or 6 contests are held, 4 contest scores will be used to determine the sweepstakes 
                  winner.              
                      D.    If 7, 8or 9 contests are held, 5 contest scores will be used to determine the sweepstakes 
                  winner. 
  E. If 10 or more contests are held, a school must participate in more than 50% of the contests 

offered to be eligible for the sweepstakes award.  Scores from the number of contests required to 
meet the “more than 50%” rule will be used to determine the sweepstakes winner.              

                     F.    The lowest percentage score(s) will be dropped if an institution has teams competing in 
                  more than the minimum number of contests used to determine the sweepstakes winner. 
     
        Sect. 4.    Official contestants from the hosting institution(s) shall be eligible for all awards. 
  
  
ART. X           SCORING  

     
        Sect. 1.    The host college will be responsible for official scoring of the contests with tabulation of the final 
            scores being arranged and sent to each college entered. 
  
  
ART. XI          DISPERSAL OF INFORMATION 

      
        Sect. 1.    The host college should send to each college entered information regarding accommodations 
             available for the contest, particularly with regards to sleeping quarters. 
                         
         Sect. 2.   Carcass information, if available, on slaughter class should be sent to participating schools. 
  
  
ART. XII         SUCCESSIVE MEETINGS  

     
  Sect. 1.  Provided a volunteer has not come before the group two years prior to a scheduled event, a drawing 

shall be held by the board of directors to determine the host school, excluding those who have hosted 
in the past 5 years or are scheduled to host in the next 5 years. 

  
ART. XIII        CHANGES TO THE CONSTITUTION 

  
         Sect. 1.   A change of the constitution will require a two-thirds (2/3) majority vote of the board of directors 
             present at the annual meeting. 


